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2 Among Friends, Holy Week Worship

A M O N G  F R I E N D S

What is God doing “out there” that demands a different response “in here”? I put 
this question to our congregation a few weeks ago in worship. So last 
Tuesday, those of us who usually pray in the parlor for our church and for 
the world decided to take our prayers on the road. After gathering briefly 
in the Welcome Center we headed out on foot to walk and to pray in 
Decatur, each of us taking a different direction.
     Some walked toward downtown. I kept to the neighborhoods behind 
the church. Strolling past pollen-covered cars on Ponce de Leon Place, I 
was met by a Walk for Lunch group—about twenty people power walking 

during their lunch break. Stepping off the sidewalk to let them pass, I asked how long they’d 
been together. “This is my first time,” one of them said to me, panting from the exercise. “But 
they made me feel so welcome, I’m definitely coming back!” I noted that remark and kept 
walking.
     On Oakland Street I ran into Natalie Schneider who told me how much she loves living in 
Decatur. A few minutes later, on Northern Avenue, I stopped in front of a house that was being 
remodeled and chatted with a construction worker eating lunch by his truck. “This economy is 
a killer,” he said. “But I’m glad to have work.” 
      As I passed by an empty for-sale house on Montgomery, I prayed for the family that had 

left, and for the family that will be moving in 
eventually, for their peace and joy in their 
new Decatur home.
     Then I made my way back to the church, 
picking tree blossoms and tiny green inch 
worms out of my hair. The whole walk 
lasted only about 35 minutes. But I returned 
feeling connected to our neighbors in a new 
and visceral way. 
     Let’s keep finding ways at FBC to do this! 
I’ve asked the pastoral staff to carve out time 
every week to be out of the office and in our 

community, among people who likely aren’t in any house of worship on any given week, and 
to come back and share what they are hearing and seeing. 
     God is for Decatur. Let’s keep looking for ways to bless this community we love.
! ! ! Blessings,

“As I passed by an empty 
for-sale house on Montgomery, 

I prayed for the family that had left, 
and for the family that will be 

moving in eventually….” 

Julie Pennington-Russell, Pastor 

Palm 
Sunday

holy week 
worship

APRIL 1

Fresh Start at 8:45 a.m.
Led by FreshStart Band 

Worship Through Music and 
God’s Stories

Sanctuary  at 11:15 a.m.
Led by Sanctuary Musicians 

“The Prayers of Christ”

APRIL 5

Maundy
Thursday
 at 7 p.m.

Lord’s Supper 
will be observed.
Meditation will 

be led by 
Sharyn Dowd.

APRIL 8

Fresh Start at 8:45 a.m. on the lawn
FreshStart Band will lead music

Drinks and donuts will be served.
Sanctuary  at 11:15 a.m.

Music Led by Sanctuary Musicians 

Easter
Message

Love 
Never
Ends

Psalm 136
1 Cor. 13

Pastor Julie
preaches at

both services easter

Thank you to all the Workday volunteers who gave time and hard 
work, and to those who contributed money to purchase pine straw!
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Congregational Life

A (Baptist) Conference 
on Sexuality and 
Covenant 
FBC Decatur Hosts Conference
April 19–21
Sponsored by the Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship and Mercer’s Center for 
Theology and Public Life.
Register today here .
! • Regular registration fee:  $50
! • Student registration fee:  $25
!•  FBC Volunteer fee:  $25 
! ! ! (must work at least one shift to get the half 
! ! ! price registration discount)
First Baptist folk are needed to help during 
the conference. Debra Pyron is the volunteer 
coordinator for this event.  You may 
volunteer by contacting her directly 
(dmp1331@aol.com/404-202-1037) or by 
signing up on the tear-off portion of the 
Sunday worship folder. Note: Those 
volunteering for at least one shift may register at 
half price—$25!
FBC folk are also needed to pray during the 
entire time that the conference is taking 
place. You may pray in the small chapel 
outside the Welcome Center or pray from 
home.  Sign up on the tear-off portion of the 
worship folder or call the church office. 
(Praying is our privilege; no reduced registration 
fee for this. )

Ryan Forbes’ Sabbatical 
Begins in April
April 23–July 22 
FBC Decatur provides for a possible 
sabbatical for the pastoral staff members as 
soon as every five years, but it’s not 
automatic and the personnel team looks at 
each request on a case-by-case basis.  The 
Personnel Team approved a sabbatical for 
Ryan Forbes for the dates of April 23–July 22, 
a three month period.  Along with some time 
for rest and renewal, Ryan plans to design 
and produce a one year 
sequence of worship media 
based on the Christian 
Church Year.  During his 
time away, Peggy Ray will 
be “filling in” in the music 
and worship ministries 
along with the various 
teams already serving.

Hour of Prayer for the 
US and the World 
Begins in April
Beginning April 11, our chapel will be open 
every Wednesday between 4:30–5:30 p.m. 
for prayer. During this election year we need 
concentrated prayer for candidates, political 
conventions, and voters. As part of our Pray 
for the Whole World emphasis we will also 
be praying for different countries each week. 
When Barbara 
Pennington or Cecil 
Cannon contacts you 
about being the “anchor 
person” for one of these 
hours, please say “yes.” 
It requires only your 
presence in the chapel 
for an hour, your 
hospitality for 
community folk who 
may come in, and your prayers. You will not 
be leading prayer aloud. Thanks.

SPRING 2012

Wednesdays in April    
Adults Meet in Carreker Hall
April 11 at 6:30 p.m.
Decatur Cooperative Ministry
presentation
April 18 at 6:30 p.m.
Report from Mission Kentucky
April 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Congregational Meeting

Congregational Life
VOLUNTEER 
Vacation Bible School
Mark Your Calendars
Monday–Friday, July 16–20
9 a.m.–Noon

The theme this year is “Finding Hope,” 
and as always, we will need lots of 
volunteers to make the week a success! 
Please email Pastor Debbie at 
dbritt@fbcdecatur.com or Lindsey at 
lrichardson@fbcdecatur.com to sign up 
for this ministry. You may also call the 
church office at (404) 373-1653.

The Decatur 
Business 
Association 
annual 

Easter Egg Hunt
& FBC Decatur 
Spring Fling

March 31
10 a.m.
on the lawn

games
food

inflatables

Easter bunny

cc.flick.com/frank3.0

cc.flickr.com/
cutiepiecompany

cc.flickr.com/jcolman

https://www.thefellowship.info/conference
https://www.thefellowship.info/conference
mailto:dmp1331@aol.com
mailto:dmp1331@aol.com
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Congregational Life
FBCD Church Finances 101
With all the focus in recent months on the financial state of FBCD, many of you have 
posed questions regarding how the church manages and reports its finances.  As 
members of this family—each of you has both a right and an obligation to understand 
and assist our leaders in stewarding God’s blessings to us as a church body.

Let’s consider some of the more common questions that arise.

What is the difference between 
MAP and what we really spend?
The Ministry Action Plan is just that—a 
plan. As we all know, the best-laid plans
—even those of church budgeting teams
—often go awry. As we have all 
experienced, gasoline prices are pushing 
up the prices of things we use everyday.  
In FBC’s case, that includes things like 
office supplies, food, shipping costs, 
cleaning and custodial supplies, and 
classroom supplies. Just as you experience 
unexpected repairs costs to your home 
and car, our FBCD house and vehicles 
often need a little TLC beyond the routine 
maintenance. While many of our expenses
—such as leases, payroll expenses, group 
insurance and liability insurance—are 
fixed, others vary from month to month 
and year to year.  The MAP was devel-
oped by combining our fixed costs with 
our best estimate of those variable costs.  
Though we do our best to spend only 
within the confines of the plan, sometimes 
unexpected expenses cannot be avoided.

How do we make up the difference 
between what we bring in and 
what we spend?
One of the financial challenges we face at 
times is cash flow. Twenty-four percent of 
our offerings for 2011 were received in 
November and December.  Unfortunately, 
Georgia Power, the IRS and Georgia Dept. 
of Revenue, our landscaper and most of 
our regular vendors, not to mention our 
staff, are sticklers about being paid every 
month.  Most of the time, we manage to 
keep everyone happy.  Profits from First 
School, Activities, and the School of Music 
help, as does a certain large cash infusion 
during the first weekend in June (can you 
say, “Yard Sale”?).  When money is tight, 
we have to resort to the same measures 
you would use in your personal finances – 
we delay payment of bills or we borrow 
from savings, aka our rainy day fund.

What happens to designated funds?
The IRS is very particular about designated 
gifts.  Basically, the church is obligated to 
use gifts as the donors instruct or else return 
them to the donors.  At the same time, for 
tax-deductibility purposes, the church must 
have full discretion over the use of gifts. For 
that reason, it is important that you only 
designate gifts for projects or ministries 
which the Finance Committee has 
approved.  In other words, without risking 
the loss of our tax-exempt, charitable status, 
the church cannot serve as an intermediary 
for gifts to other entities or individuals.
Designated gifts, by definition, are a liability 
to the church rather than income.  Some 
gifts are held until they are needed (for 
example, Habitat House and mission trip 
funds). Others are distributed on a monthly 
basis (such as gifts to D.E.A.M. and 
Edgewood Church). The church maintains a 
money market fund with theses gifts, which 
is reconciled on a monthly basis to be sure 
all of our liabilities are supported by cash in 
the bank.

Do we have a rainy day fund?
Once upon a time, the church had surplus 
funds. Fortunately, some forward-thinking 
finance team members at that time saw fit to 
set those funds aside for a rainy day. They 
currently reside in a money-market fund, 
the balance of which was $89,867 at the end 
of February. It is from this account that we 
must occasionally borrow in order to meet 
cash flow needs.

Does the church earn any other 
assets?
Aside from our operating, designated, and 
rainy day funds, the church has no other 
liquid assets. The bulk of our assets lie in 
buildings, land, furniture and fixtures, and 
vehicles.

Is the church in debt?
For one brief window of time last year, FBC 
was completely debt-free. The back-to-back 
renovations of the prior century were 
finally paid for—just in time for a host of 
new refurbishing needs.  Currently, we 
have drawn $110,000 against a $150,000 
revolving line of credit in order to pay for 
roofing and HVAC repairs in the Activities 
building. We are also seeking an additional 
$400,000+ to meet the needs outlined by 
our PPI Committee (Property Preservation 
and Improvement Committee).

Contributed by 
Beth Thompson,

Finance Manager
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Debbie Britt
Pastor for 
Children & 
Families
What does a 20% 
reduction or an 
80% Children’s 
Ministry look 
like?

I must say, I am 
not quite sure. I think it is going to take 
some time to really figure this transition.
Here are the initial thoughts:
1. I will work Sunday—Wednesday, some 
! of that time being spent in the 
! community.  I have thought about doing 
! a CPE rotation this fall or becoming 
! certified to substitute in the local schools 
! allowing me to make connections in the 
! community while subsidizing  
! compensation. There will be events and 
! ministry opportunities like Children’s 
! Camps, VBS, Holy Week, Spring Fling, 
! various meetings that will require me to 
! be involved on regularly scheduled 
! days off. I will ask your assistance in 
! helping me make sure I protect time and 
! take the comp time.
2. I will continue to rely on the CMLT 
! (Children’s Ministry Leadership Team) 
! to take on more of the tasks that does 
! not necessarily require my hands on 
! attention.
3. The spiritual development and safety of 
! children was and is very dear to the 
! heart of Jesus. We are called to “Train up 
! the child…” Proverbs 22:6; Jesus 
! instructed the disciples to “Let the 
! children come to me….” Matthew 19:14; 
! we must “Become like a child…” 
! Matthew 18.
! Children’s Ministry currently utilizes 
! the gifts of approximately 40 committed 
! volunteers each week. In order for 
! Children’s Ministry to maintain, and 
! strive to continued and growing 

Congregational Life
Phase 1 Transition Begins in April
Earlier this year our congregation approved moving forward with Phase One; a recommendation that came from 
our Personnel Team and Deacons on restructuring elements of the church staff and finances. These changes mean 
reduced compensation and a reduced working schedule for all of our Associate Pastors and many of our other 
staff also. To help everyone better understand the transition our Pastors have each written a personal word about 
how they are moving forward with the changes that are effective at the beginning of April.

Here is a word from each of your pastors .

! excellence more volunteers will be 
! essential... 
4. In the days ahead, CMLT will be 
! working on a survey to help us 
! determine more specific needs and 
! desires for families inside the church as 
! well as out in the community.
I personally take my call to ministry very 
seriously. It is not a job, but a lifestyle. 
What that means for me is ministry never 
turns off.  Figuring out what that looks 
like at 80% or a 20% reduction is going to 
have to be a work in progress. I believe 
our children are too important to the 
Kingdom of God for us to allow them to 
be negatively impacted through the 
ongoing changes happening at FBC 
Decatur.

Our mission in the Children’s Ministry of 
First Baptist Decatur is to provide and 
environment where children grow up loving 
God, loving His church, and understanding 
his goodness, grace and mercy. Our 
program is rooted in scripture so that by the 
time a child reaches adolescence he/she has a 
solid biblical foundation under his/her feet.
My goal is to stay faithful to my call to 
ministry, love the children, families, and 
this congregation every way I know how 
while committed to the mission God is 
allowing us to participate. 

Ryan Forbes   Pastor for Music & Worship
During this time of transition, I’ve found myself re-evaluating 
my ministry at First Baptist Church of Decatur.  The 
implementation of “phase one” highlights how our music and 
worship ministry has changed over the years.  I would estimate 
that approximately 40% of what I do now was non-existent 10 
years ago when I arrived.  The bulk of the change in my ministry 
efforts involves the use of worship media (screens) in worship 
and the ministry of “FreshStart” worship.  As I plan for an 80% 
schedule, I am seeking to look at this not as what I need to “give 

up,” but more as what I am able to “take on” and do with effectiveness, efficiency, and 
excellence.
My situation is a bit different from my fellow pastoral staff friends.  I have been blessed 
with the opportunity to be on sabbatical from April 23—July 22, so I will have plenty of 
time to contemplate a new schedule; but a few practical decisions have already been made.
First, beginning in April, my work week will be Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday. Of course, there will be need for some flexibility on my part and the church’s 
part; but I do plan to “protect” my time away from the office.  
Second, I am withdrawing from my leadership role for FreshStart worship.
Third, due to the limited availability of an 80% schedule, I have enlisted several people 
who are willing to lead music for funerals when I am unavailable. Bob has explained our 
plans for the funeral ministry in his article.
Because I will barely be into my 80% by the time my sabbatical begins, many details will be 
ironed out later.
It’s a joy to serve with the congregation of FBC Decatur. Thank you for your support.
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Congregational Life
Phase 1 continued                    Here is a word from each of your pastors .

Sharyn Dowd
Pastor for Spiritual Formations 
& Mission Engagement
I’ll be working Sunday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday each week.
The following lay-led teams will 
take responsibility for Spiritual 
Formation and Mission 
Engagement with my coaching 
and encouragement:

SPIRITUAL FORMATION
Aubray Abrams—Formation Excellence Team convener (to begin in fall 2012)
Linda Judson—Stewardship Committee chair
James Smith—Men’s groups coordinator
Susan Bennett—Women’s ministry facilitator
Beth and Ron Withers—prepare weekly prayer emphasis lists from Operation World 
resources.
Adult teachers 

MISSION ENGAGEMENT
Missions Steering Team
Jess Davis, chair
Justin Williams, vice chair/chair elect
Merlene Benson—Women on Mission
Ann Murphy—DEAM coordinator
Carla Stanford and Carol Parr—DCM coordinators
Kristen Davis—Refugees
Lisa Keown—DCM/FBCD food co-op
Devita Parnell—CBF connection
Mai Cavalli—MLK day/Christmas Decatur
Ruby Langford—Clothing Room and WOM coordinator
Debra Pyron—Conversations Team leader
Laura Palmer and Jeanette Corley—Prayers and Squares
Judy Powell—“Journey” meals coordinator
Gail Duke and Ann Smith—Open Door sandwich project
Doris Tanner—Project Take Charge
Ann Smith—Sack Lunches coordinator and Missional Christmas coordinator (not 
happening in 2012)
Annette McNaron—Assistance Ministry coordinator
Bill Neal—Disabilities ministry

MISSION YEAR 2012
Don Hammonds, coordinator
Mission teams—Appalachia and overseas
Leaders
Mike and Nancy Norman—Thailand (completed and reported)
Keith Pierce—Eastern Kentucky—March 31–April 6. Report April 18
Adrian and Sylvia Hopkins —Democratic Republic of the Congo—June 14-29.
! Report in fall
Gary Owen—Taiwan—July 6–20. Report in fall
Fred Palmer and Dennis Lippy—Habitat for Humanity house—April 28–June 16.
David and Susan Bennett—Step Into Africa—AIDS in Africa exhibit—October 6–14.

Julie 
Pennington-
Russell
Lead Pastor
“What does God 
want for Decatur, 
Atlanta and the 
world—and how 
can we be a part 

of what God is already doing out there?” 
This continues to be our prevailing 
question at FBC Decatur. 
     As our staff prepare to shift into new 
schedules related to Phase I, our primary 
role will continue to be that of equipping 
and coaching the laypeople of FBCD to 
respond to the God who has claimed us 
and called us.  As a church we respond in 
various ways: by worshiping God, by 
knowing and following Christ as ever-
maturing believers, and by befriending 
and serving those outside our church 
walls in the way of Jesus.
      One major shift for me in the days and 
months ahead will involve oversight of 
Fresh Start worship. As Ryan Forbes 
steps away from this responsibility, I will 
take on the role of primary staff leader for 
Fresh Start. 
     In preparation for this role I am in the 
process of enlisting a team of laypeople 
who will work with me to plan Fresh Start 
worship. We will plan four to six weeks in 
advance so that our musicians, artists, 
poets, banner-makers, graphic designers 
and others may have plenty of time to 
prepare.
     The liturgy planning team will meet 
every Wednesday at 8:00 pm beginning 
April 11. At this point the team includes 
Dani Fuentes, Belinda McCafferty, Jake 
Myers, Tim Pennington-Russell, Darci 
Rodenhi and Elizabeth Wallace. The team 
will likely grow by a few, and seminary 
interns will also play a role.  
     Please pray for this new initiative! And 
do pray for our marvelous Fresh Start 
musicians. I met with them last week to 
talk about “next steps” and continue to be 
inspired by their deep love for God and 
passion for worship.
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Congregational Life
Phase 1 continued                    Here is a word from each of your pastors .

Kurt Varney
Pastor for Youth, 
Activities & 
Administration
I am not sure how 
to begin an article 
about a 20% 
reduction in my 
salary and work 
week. To begin 
with, that means 
I will plan to be 

off on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday of 
each week. I know there will be times 
when things happen on these days and it 
will seem as though I need to be a part. 
There will be times when that will not be 
possible. When it is possible, it will mean 
an adjustment in the next week’s work 
schedule. I will need to be more protective 
of my time off than I have been in the past 
because I will be utilizing that time to 
supplement my income.  
I am planning to meet with the youth 
parents on Sunday, April 15, to plan how 
to move forward with our youth ministry. 
It will mean more leadership will be 
needed from parents and other volun-
teers. If you are interested in leading Bible 
study or helping with youth ministry 
please let me know of your interest.    
Along with the changes that affect me 
personally, there will also be some cuts 
in the administrative operations of the 
church. We have asked our Finance 
Managers, Beth and Nancy, to reduce 
their hours over the course of the year. 
Along with reduced hours for our front 
office, Darci and Bekah, we will be 
closing the office at noon on Fridays.
Our Communications Coordinator, Lois 
Graham, received a 20% salary cut and 
will work 20% less each week. This will 
mean some changes to our publications 
and the ways we communicate. Our 
weekly emails will have much more 
information in a format that is easy to 
read and access. You will begin to see 
design format changes that streamline 
and coordinate our communications 
across all print and interactive media. 

The Outlook will be published once a month. 
Our next Outlook will be the May edition.
We are working on some adjustments to our 
Maintenance Staff also. None of us are sure 
how these cuts are really going to work but 
we will be more dependent on volunteers in 
all areas of our operations. If you have extra 
time, even a few hours a week, that you 
could volunteer around the church it would 
be a great help to making these changes 
happen. I ask for your patience as we make 
these changes and adjust to the new realities 
that we are all facing.

Bob Williamson 
Pastor for 
Congregational 
Care & Senior 
Adults 
The ministerial staff 
moves to the 80% on 
April 1 which 
means some areas of 
ministry will require 
additional laity 
support.  

First, staff may not always be available to 
visit hospitals. The initial contact when 
someone is in the hospital will be for 
someone from the Sunday School class to 
make the visit and update the church office.  
Currently, we have a list of go-to names 
from most of Sunday School classes.  IF your 
class has a designated class ministry 
coordinator, please let the church office 
know that name.
The second line of contact will be by staff 
members and a group of willing volunteers 
who will share the visits when numerous 
individuals are in multiple hospitals. Also 
the Deacon-on-call each weekend will visit 
when needed.
We want hospital visitation to continue to 
work effectively so those in the hospital will 
know FBCD will be there for them.

Second, lay help is needed to coordinate 
and conduct funerals if a staff member is 
not available.  We are blessed with 
experienced, ordained individuals who 
can conduct funeral and memorial 
services as well as individuals who can 
help with the music. Our office staff has 
the lists and can direct anyone who calls 
to one of these lay leaders for assistance 
when needed.  The ministerial staff will 
still be the first contact unless a family 
has specific requests, but if there are 
scheduling difficulties, we have a back-
up process.
Our YAH ministry is directed with the 
capable leadership of the YAH 
Committee.  Jim Manley chairs the 
committee made up of 16 individuals 
who meet every month to plan, 
coordinate, and evaluate all ministries 
with and for Senior Adults.  That 
committee will continue its work as 
normal.  
Other areas of ministry in process of 
adjustment include our Verdery 
Counseling Center Committee and our 
Senior Care Ministry Team.  Each team 
will elect a chair and make plans for 
coordinating ministry efforts with 
adjusted staff support.
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Learn more at:
Impacting Tomorrow Conference

May 18–19, Charlotte, NC

Plan to attend
Cost only $25 
conference fee

Mission 2012 Missional 
Conference
to Empower 
Churches
Impacting Tomorrow
May 18–19, Charlotte, NC
Noon Friday–1 p.m. Saturday
Join the thirty FBCD folks who are 
attending this short conference designed 
to help traditional churches move from 
“if you plan it, they will come” to 
“participate in God’s mission in your 
community.” Churches all over the 
Southeast are finding new life and hope 
by embracing flexible governance 
structures, imaginative community 
service, God-honoring worship and 
celebration of their future in God’s story. 
Start the journey with others at FBCD.

Where: Providence Baptist Church, 
Charlotte, North Carolina
Transportation: Car pool or bus
When: Leave Decatur Friday morning, 
May 18
Return to Decatur Saturday afternoon
Cost: Registration fee is $25 per person. 
Make check payable to FBCD, and give it 
to Sharyn Dowd.
Make your own arrangements for hotel 
accommodations. Suggested hotels are:
Courtyard Marriott, 6023 Park South 
Drive—(704) 552-7333
Renaissance Charlotte South Park, 5501 
Carnegie Blvd—(704) 501-2510

Every time we observe the Lord’s Supper 
we receive a benevolence offering to assist 
people in our congregation and community 
who have emergency needs. In an effort to 
do a better job of helping people take 
advantage of the resources available to 
them, we have trained eleven folks to do 
interviewing and referral. We will do this 
every Monday afternoon 2–4 p.m. Because 
transportation is such a need in Decatur, we 
will be giving special attention to helping 
people get to job interviews and get to 

Mission Kentucky
Spring Break Mission Begins 
Saturday 
The mission team leaves for a week in 
Kentucky this Saturday, March 31. Keep 
the members of the team and the people they 
serve in your prayers.
2012 Kentucky Mission Team 
Keith Pierce! Julia Wallace!
Emily Pierce! Pat Shelton!
Lydia Pierce! Noelle Shelton!
Jim Wallace ! Jan Pratt
Helen Wallace! Darci Rodenhi
Henry Wallace! Teresa Snider

Laura Dyer

Habitat 
Build
Begins April 28
Warm weather is coming and it’s time to sign 
up with a few friends to spend a Saturday 
morning or afternoon on the site of our 2012 
Habitat House build. Skilled and unskilled 
volunteers are needed on Saturdays between 
April 28 and June 16 (except Memorial Day 
weekend). Our partners are St. Benedict’s 
Catholic Church and St. Mark United 
Methodist Church. Contact Fred Palmer for 
more information at 404-281-0705.

work the first two weeks before they get 
paid. We will also be referring people to 
Decatur Cooperative Ministry and 
providing DCM with some benevolence 
funds so they can assist more people. On 
Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights, 
any of the people pictured above can be 
tapped to talk with folks who come for 
help.
(Note that a benevolence offering will be 
received on Maundy Thursday following the 
Lord’s Supper. Consider your offering.)

Volunteers Are Trained to Interview and Refer

Linda Judson Annette McNaron Jan Pratt

Judith Powell Debra & Scott Pyron Darci RodenhiTommye Morris

Pat Shelton Shelia Skinner Ann Smith

http://www.cbfnc.org/Events/UpcomingEvents/ImpactingTomorrow.aspx
http://www.cbfnc.org/Events/UpcomingEvents/ImpactingTomorrow.aspx
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Kid’s Zone
Our Children’s Ministry welcomes children
up to and including fifth grade 

VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION 
LUNCHEON
Honoring our children’s volunteers!
Sunday, May 6, 12:15 p.m.
Children’s	  Ministry	  Volunteers—You	  are	  
invited	  to	  a	  luncheon	  honoring	  you	  and	  all	  the	  
ministry	  you	  have	  done	  for	  FBC	  Decatur’s	  
Children.	  Please	  mark	  your	  calendars.

THIS SATURDAY ON THE LAWN
Decatur Egg Hunt and Spring Fling! 
March 31, 10 a.m.
FBC Decatur is co-hosting the city’s Easter 
Egg Hunt. Bring your family for the egg 
hunt and other fun activities.

Tifanie Haun has created a Facebook page to 
help generate some buzz about the Spring 
Fling and Egg Hunt.  You can find the page 
at: http://www.facebook.com/
Decatureasteregghunt.  When you get a 
chance, go to Facebook and Like the page.  
Invite your friends!

Next CMLT Meeting 
Wednesday, April 11, 7:30 p.m.
Children’s Leadership Team Meets
Stand by for details in First Kids Weekly. 

Teacher Training 
April 25, 6:30 p.m.
All	  volunteers	  who	  will	  be	  teaching	  children	  
from	  May	  through	  July	  should	  attend	  this	  
teacher	  training	  session,	  so	  make	  your	  plans!

NEW CALENDAR
Children’s Ministry Calendar on 
Website 
From the website, you can generate 
reminders and alerts to help you remember 
what’s happening with children’s ministry. 
You can also print out the calendar in several 
formats.  To use the calendar, go to: 
www.fbcdecatur.com/children or 
www.fbcdecatur.com/preschool.  

Youth Zone
Our Youth Ministry is open to all youth in 
grades six through twelve:

NOTE FROM KURT
As Spring Break, Holy Week, and Easter 
approach we all get very busy with school, 
work, and spring activities. In the midst of 
that busyness, plans and preparations for the 
annual youth yard sale and our summer 
mission and ministry opportunities happen.  
With the changes that are happening with 
my work schedule, effective April 1, much 
more parental involvement will be necessary 
to make our youth ministry happen. I want 
to invite all parents who are interested in 
being part of moving forward to come 
together on Sunday, evening, April 15, at 
6:00 p.m., at the church. 
We will take one hour to begin this conver-
sation. Part of this night the conversation 
will be directed at dreaming toward the 
future and part of this conversation will be 
directed at immediate needs and decisions. 
Some of these immediate things are making 
a few changes to the summer schedule, 
planning for the yard sale, and filling spots 
on a few youth ministry teams. 
The youth will meet separately that night 
and we will all come together for prayer 
before heading home. I will communicate 
more prior to this meeting. Please begin to 
pray for this meeting and the ongoing 
transition.
Thanks for your support.
Kurt 

K9 Carnival  
Claire Lippy Leads Charity Event
When: April 22, 1–5 p.m.
Where: Smoke Rise Elementary School

K9 Carnival is a 
dog fair hosted by 
Claire Lippy, an 
FBC Decatur youth 
group member, for 
her Gold Award 
Project—the highest award in Girl Scouts. 
There will be games and activities (such as 
give your dog a bath), raffles, dog treats, and 
many booths from organizations like PAWS, 
Homeless Pets Foundation, Pet Park Retreat, 
and more! The purpose of this event is to 
raise awareness about the importance of 
spaying/neutering, the effects on neglect 
and abuse, and to offer information on 
adoption.
There is an entrance fee to this dog fair: 
the donation of one of the following items 
that will be donated to a participating 
organization.
Dog treats
Paper towels
Dog toys
Soft (baby) blankets
Large jars of peanut butter
Zip-lock bags
Non-latex gloves

Attend to the fair with your donation to 
support Claire and this worthwhile project.

Gearing up for 
The Yard Sale
Start your spring 
cleaning and call for 
a yard sale pick up.
Call Kurt at
(404) 219-3920

Yard Sale Treasures—
Donate now for The 
Yard Sale

http://www.facebook.com/Decatureasteregghunt
http://www.facebook.com/Decatureasteregghunt
http://www.facebook.com/Decatureasteregghunt
http://www.facebook.com/Decatureasteregghunt
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/children
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/children
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/preschool
http://www.fbcdecatur.com/preschool


F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  O F  D E C A T U R

10 Member Highlights, Sharing in Prayer, Vital Signs, Contact Us

Member Highlights
Church life from the lens of our 
member photographers
Have you been to an event at church or on 
location and taken some great action shots of 
members and attenders of FBCD? Please share 
a selection of your best pictures (3 to 5) with 
the Communications Coordinator at 
lgraham@fbcdecatur.com and you are likely 
to see them here, on the website or Facebook 
soon. Thanks for contributing!

Sharing in Prayer 
Christian Sympathy
The family of Mary Alice Lumpkin, who 
passed away on Thursday, March 8. Mary was 
a member of the Philathea & Adelphia Class.

The family of "Boots" Thelma Richards who 
passed away Sunday March 11. A service was  
held March 13 at Turners Funeral Home.

Pray for the World
Please follow the daily 
prayer guide for all the 
countries of the world at 
www.operationworld.org.

Volunteers Needed
Recycling Team 
Offer to help recycle materials that 
accumulate in the office areas of the church. 
Please contact Darci in the front office. 
drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com or (404) 373-1653.

Front Office Volunteers 
Do you have 4 hours you would like to 
contribute to the church each week to help in 
the Welcome Center and with front office 
tasks? Contact drodenhi@fbcdecatur.com or 
call the church (404) 373-1653. 

Contact Us
Main Office—404-373-1653
First School—404-370-7688
Activities—404-373-2442
Website—www.fbcdecatur.com
E-Mail—fbcd@fbcdecatur.com
308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, Georgia 30030

Weekend Contacts
To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call
(404) 373-1653 and select option 8.
Pastor on call
March 30–April 1—Kurt Varney
April 6–8—Bob Williamson
April 13–15—Debbie Britt
April 20–22—Ryan Forbes
April 27–29—Sharyn Dowd
Deacon on call
March 30–April 1—Sally Thomas
April 6–8—Bob Waters
April 13–15—Andy Kennedy
April 20–22—Davita Parnell
April 27–29—Ronnie Jowers

Blue Plate
APRIL 4! NO DINNER SERVED
! ! (Maundy Thursday this week)
APRIL 11! Oven Fried Chicken
APRIL 18! Pot Roast with Carrots
APRIL 25! Pasta Bar
MAY 2 !! Poppy Seed Chicken

Salad Bar Meal is also available.

Kid’s Meal (for children 10 and under)
APRIL 4! NO DINNER SERVED 
APRIL 11! Chicken Fingers
APRIL 18! Taco
APRIL 25! Pasta Bar
MAY 2!! Pizza

Wednesday Dinner
Served from 5:30 p.m. till 6:30 p.m.
In Carreker Hall in the Sanctuary Building
Cost: $6 Adults, $5 Students, $3 Kids, 
$20 Family Maximum
No reservation necessary. 

Sally  
Thomas

Bob 
Waters

Andy 
Kennedy

Davita 
Parnell

Ronnie 
Jowers

Workday preparations for Easter.

Vital	  Signs	  2012 FINANCIALS	  
MINISTRY ACTION PLAN (M.A.P.)

Through March 25, 2012

Offerings last week	$22,612
(average needed per week $26,346)
Offerings received YTD	$298,803
Offerings YTD (behind) budget	($37,234)
YTD through January 31, 2012
Offerings + other income received	$221,943
Church expenses	$(237,722)
Expenses paid over income received	$(15,779)

PROGRAMS OUTSIDE OF  M.A.P.

YTD through February 29, 2012
MISSION GIVING
Benevolence Giving	$2,692
Special Missions	$5,445
(2011 yearly goal $32,000)

PROGRAM	Income over/(under) expenses

First School	$5,352
Activities	$(2,830)
Kitchen	$1,990
Music School	$909

March 25, 2012

SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY PARTICIPATION
	 Preschool & Children	47
	 Youth	27

	 Adults	266
	 	 Total	 340

WORSHIP PARTICIPATION
	 	 Fresh Start   8:45 a.m.	134
	    	 Sanctuary   11:15 a.m.	265
	 	 Total	 399
	   	  

Office Closings
The church offices will begin closing at noon 
on Fridays in April.
The church office will be closed on Easter 
Monday. 
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