
March 22, 2017

Dear FBCD Family,

I write to inform you that a�er prayerful consideration, I have decided that I do not want to be considered
as permanent pastor. I have informed the leadership of the Pastor Search Committee this week. I am willing
to serve until the end of 2017 as interim pastor, and will happily step aside earlier if the selection is made
earlier. 

My reasoning goes like this. I have been clear from the beginning that due to my own sense of calling as a
scholar, and my loyalty to Mercer and those who support my work there, I was never willing to leave my
position at Mercer. �e only way forward at FBCD would have been for me to serve as a part-time pastor.
So this meant that the Pastor Search Committee would have had the chore of comparing my candidacy as
a part-time pastor against other people's candidacies as full-time pastors.

If the committee did not choose me, then folks who were loyal to me, and maybe I myself, would have been
disappointed, and this could have been divisive. If they did choose me, folks who did not think FBCD
should choose a part-time pastor would be disappointed, and this could in turn be divisive.

So from the perspective of the unity of our congregation, I concluded that my candidacy would have been
problematic. 

From the perspective of my own well-being, and from Mercer's perspective, it was also becoming clear that
"no one can serve two masters." I have been giving Mercer too little, I have been working far too many hours,
I have been too little available to my family. I have become aware that attempting to serve in both roles
long-term may not be possible and is certainly not wise.  

I will do the best and most faithful work that I can do as Interim Pastor until my service concludes. I will be
happy to consult with the Pastor Search Committee if they request my help. 

�is Sunday marks the six-month mark of my service as Interim Pastor at FBCD. It has been a true joy, in
many unexpected and beautiful ways. I have been changed by the experience and have learned and grown
so much. I have also come to know and love this congregation in ways I could not have imagined. �at will
never change.

God bless you, my friends.

David


