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devotional thoughts • young adult ministry update 
• volunteer of the quarter • kids ministry update • 
deacon ordination • mission immersion • and more
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One of the things I enjoy about young adult ministry 
are all of the late night conversations that emerge at 
the last minute. It is not uncommon for me to get 
an email or text message from someone late on a 
Monday afternoon wanting to meet up later that night. 
Recently, that was the case with the guy below.  

We met for drinks in a dimly lit bar in Oakhurst, 
hunched over a tiny rectangular table unable to contain 
the fullness of the conversation we were about to have. 
“What did you want to talk about?” I asked him.  

He stared into the distance for an uncomfortable 
amount of time before saying, “I don’t know what I 
think about heaven or hell.”  

I asked him what he wanted to know and we spent the 
next half hour discussing everything I don’t think I’ve 
ever been prepared to talk about. 

What is heaven? What is hell? Where are they? What 
are they? Why are they? – you know, all the questions 
you’ve always wanted to be asked after a long day at the 
office. 

But one of the things he said throughout the course of 
our conversation stood out to me. He said, “I’m just 
not all that concerned with where I’m going to go when 
I die. I’d much rather spend my time helping make 

heaven happen here instead of thinking about living in 
it when I die.” 

The guy doesn’t even identify as a Christian [yet] and 
he already gets it. 

I don’t know about you, but as a Christian, it’s 
sometimes too easy to grow complacent. It’s easy to 
become apathetic toward the realities that cripple our 
community, our society and our world, so much so 
that it paralyzes us from action. Instead of searching for 
ways to make a meaningful change in the present, we 
just cling on to the hopes that one day things will get 
better. 

That’s a good belief, but it’s poor faith. 
Great faith finds a way to make belief a reality. 

Throughout his ministry, Jesus constantly declared this 
message: “Repent! The kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 
Another way to read that is: “Change the way you 

“
I’m just not all that concerned with where 
I’m going to go when I die. I’d much rather 
spend my time helping make heaven happen 

here instead of thinking about living in it 
when I die.

”
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18 think! The realities of the kingdom are already in your 
midst.” 

In the first century, there were a lot of ideas about who 
the Messiah was supposed to be and what the Messiah 
was supposed to do. There were a lot of beliefs about 
who was holy and what was sacred. Jesus challenged 
those limiting beliefs and demonstrated the reality of 
something far superior. 

What areas in your own spiritual life have you allowed 
to grow complacent? What are some ways you might 
change the way you think about faith? How might 
our faith community demonstrate the reality of the 

Matt Snyder is the Pastor to Young 
Adults and Director of Communications 
at FBC Decatur. You can read more of his 
writings at matthewlasnyder.com.

kingdom that already exists in our midst? 

Think about it. 

And if you’d like, I’ll also meet you for drinks in a dimly 
lit bar, hunched over a tiny rectangular table unable to 
contain the fullness of the conversation we might have... 

In February, we launched a Young Professionals 
Community Group (YoPros) that will be meeting twice 
a month. Over a dozen of us gathered at Three Taverns 
Brewery to begin our journey together. We were even 
joined by none other than Dr. David Jordan! 

The group is intentionally going to be mobile and not 
meet at the church. We’ll meet in both public and 
private spaces, seeking to cultivate community and an 
awareness of Christ wherever we find ourselves. The 
idea behind the group is to build friendships, have fun 
together, and grow spiritually. I cannot wait to see where 
God leads us! 

With that said, we’re looking for people willing to 
open up their homes and host us once a month! If 
you’re interested, contact Matt Snyder at msnyder@
fbcdecatur.com. Ideally, your home will be wheelchair 
accessible and capable of comfortably sitting 10-15 
people.  

YOPROS COMMUNITY GROUP
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Star
Stories

Do you have a story to share about how 
God is moving in your life?

We’re looking for people from our congregation 
who are willing to share their stories either in 
person, on video, or in writing. 

Your story can relate to your Epiphany star you 
received in worship at the beginning of the year, a 
testimony of what God is teaching you, or a story 
about how God is using you to transform the local 
community.

Submissions/ideas can be sent to Kristen at 
kkoger@fbcdecatur.com

Front Office
Volunteer

of the Quarter

Nancy Ward

Nancy Ward was selected, hands down, as our  “Volunteer 
for the Quarter – January thru March 2018!”

Nancy is a dedicated volunteer in the Administrative Office as well as 
the library. She readily stepped in, going above and beyond her normal duties to 
serve in the office to alleviate some of the workload of the Office Assistant.

We honor Nancy in her willingness to serve FBCD!

If you’re interested in volunteering your time in the front office at FBCD, contact Nancy 
Baines at nbaines@fbcdecatur.com. We are deeply grateful for all our volunteers!
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kids ministry
at FBCD
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ANNUAL EASTER
EGG HUNT

Join us on Saturday, March 24th from 
10:00am to 12:00pm for our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt! We partner with the 
Decatur Business Association for this 
community-wide event! The Easter 
Bunny arrives at 10:30 and the hunt will 
begin at 11am. We will have other fun 
activities for children of all ages! Bring 
your baskets, your blankets, and your 
egg-hunting skills for this incredible 
community event!

WORSHIP WAGON

WORSHIP CARE VOLUNTEERS

On Sunday, February 18, we rolled out our new Worship Wagon! 
This resource is available for children and families to better help 
them engage with our worship services and lets them know that 

they are welcome in this space. The caption on the following page 
is attached to the cart and explains how FBCD welcomes children 
into our worship spaces. Our hope is that this worship wagon will 
guide children through our worship services, provide parents with 

support as they help their children engage in worship, and lead our 
entire community as we continue to grow together as a family of 
God. To learn more about our worship wagon, check out the “Kids” 

page on our church website. 

We are working on our worship care schedule for the second 
quarter and would love for you to be a part of it! Sign up sheets 
can be found in the back of Carreker Hall and outside the Sanctuary 
on Sunday mornings, or you can contact Pastor Kristen for available 
dates. We thank you in advance of your care for the youngest among 
us that gather in this building on Sunday mornings. 
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18 At First Baptist Church Decatur, we believe that 
children in worship is important to the entire church’s 
spiritual formation. When children participate in 
worship, they develop a sense of belonging in 
this community. When children are in worship, they 
develop an identity as a part of the people of God and 
as a beloved child of God. Children remind us that 

there isn’t a right way or one way to worship 
and that we must be open to the movement 
of the Holy Spirit. They remind us that God is 
present in the messiness of our lives, giving us 
an opportunity to reexamine the sacred and the 
holy. They provide us with the opportunity 
to exercise patience, grace, and love.

SAVE THE DATE

Get ready for Vacation Bible School 
REIMAGINED!

Dates for this year’s VBS will be
June 9th and July 21st. 

Look for more information in the April 
2018 Outlook.

Rev. Kristen Koger is our Pastor 
for Children and Families at FBC 
Decatur. To learn more about our 
Kids Ministry, visit 

fbcdecatur.com/kids



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |  M
A

R
C

H
 2

0
18Deacon Ordination 2018

Life
at FBCD

We ordained our new class of deacons during both services 
on February 18th. These 10 individuals committed to 
praying for and serving our church with the highest degree 
of integrity. We are thankful for each one of them!

New 2018 Deacons
Lou Ann Brown

David Clark-Stuart
Damon Corn
Joyce Garrett
Jim Harrison

Charlie Hunter
Jenny McCurdy

Jill Rhodes
Carla Stanford
Will Swinson

Picture skills compliments of Theron Clark-Stuart



O
U

T
LO

O
K

  |
  M

A
R

C
H

 2
0

18 announcements
the latest news, events, and updates from the FBCD community

Conversations
Join us on Thursday, March 1st at 7:00pm in Carreker Hall 
for Conversations with Kaitlin Curtice! Kaitlin is author 
of Glory Happening, her new book about finding God in 
everyday places. Our own Joshilyn Jackson will be leading 
the discussion with Kaitlin. Come on out and join us!

Lenten Bible Study
On Wednesdays during Lent, we are hosting a Bible study 
for both youth and adults. Specifically, we are looking at the 
seven churches found in the book of Revelation. It sounds 
ominous, but it’s not! Join us Wednesdays at 6:30pm in 
Carreker Hall through March 28th.

One Worship (Combined Worship)
We will be having a combined worship service on Sunday, 
March 18th at 11:15am in the Sanctuary. There will be no 
Fresh Start or Learning Groups meetings that morning due 
to the Georgia Marathon. Make plans to worship with us 
during this special service!

Reception for David Jordan and Family
Following One Worship on March 18th we will be host-
ing a reception for Dr. Jordan and his family in Carreker 
Hall to officially welcome him into the community here 
at FBCD! Bring notes of encouragement and a gift card to 
your favorite Decatur restaturant or business to share with 
them. We want to welcome them with not only open arms, 
but blessings as well!

Young at Heart Monthly Meeting
Young at Heart will have their monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, March 7th at 5:00pm in the Parlor. 

Women on Mission
The Women on Mission will have their monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, March 13th beginning at 10:30am in S-216. 
Dr. Carolyn Greenway Bishop, president of the Consortium 
for Global Education (CGE), will speak at this month’s 
meeting.

In her position at CGE, Carolyn plans and directs extensive 
programs to engage students, educators, and institutions in 
cross-cultural experiences of study, service, and teaching in 
over 85 countries around the world. 

Everyone is invited to come hear Carolyn share about her 
work at CGE as well as her global experiences!

Call for Entries | FBC-Decatur Members and
Friends Art Show 2018
The FBC-Decatur Members and Friends Art Show 2018 
will be presented April 8 through April 27, 2018 in the new 
3rd floor gallery at the First Baptist Church of Decatur.

Entries: Entry is open to all FBC-Decatur Members and 
Friends. Paintings, photographs and other “hangable” works 
of art are eligible for entry.  Other works (sculptures, etc.) 
are encouraged, and must be discussed, in advance, with the 
Visual Arts Guild.  Contact Kay Jowers - Email kbjowers@
hotmail.com, Phone 404-315-4861. 

Entry Deadline: Please provide your entry list (up to 5 
works) by email to Jim Harrison (harrisonje@bellsouth.net) 
by Saturday March 31. All entries must include the follow-
ing: Artist’s Name, Title of the Work, Medium (painting, 
photograph, etc.), and approximate size (eg - 16x20, 18x24, 
etc.).   All entries must conform to the FBC-Decatur Mem-
bers and Friends Art Show 2018 Rules and Procedures.

Show Dates: Open Sunday April 8 through Friday April 27.   

For full information and rules please contact: 
Kay Jowers (kbjowers@hotmail.com) or 
Jim Harrison (harrisonje@bellsouth.net).

Keep Donating Carry-on Bags for Immigrants Being 
Deported
This project will continue throughout 2018. Please consider 
donating a bag with a pair of men’s shoes (sizes 8-10) and 
a pair of men’s pants (32x34) which we will deliver to El 
Refugio and the Stewart Detention Center. Bags and/or 
clothes and shoes can be delivered to Columbia Presbyte-
rian Church (711 Columbia Dr. Decatur, GA 30030). If no 
one is in the church office, the items may be left in the large 
bin located by the office door in the breezeway between 
the sanctuary and education building; or leave them in the 
FBCD church office and Don Hammonds will deliver them 
to Columbia Presbyterian. Thanks!
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There is a shift we must make – from understanding “mission” 
as the work of the church to “mission” as the work of God. The 
church is the agent of mission, but God alone is the author. Join 
us in Clarkston, Decatur’s neighboring community, as we explore 
how God sees the world... and how the church is called to be a part of God’s 
mission.

Adults, youth, and children are welcome to participate in this fun and exciting day of hands-on 
learning! For more information or to sign-up, contact Devita Parnell (dparnell@cbf.net) or 
Don Hammonds (dbh4@att.net).

MISSION IMMERSION
CLARKSTON, GA // MARCH 17TH

Our Director of Communications works diligently 
to get items created/published in a timely manner; 
therefore, he has a strict deadline schedule 
for submitting information for church-wide 
communications. They are:

Weekly Email: 12:00pm, Monday
Weekly Announcer: 12:00pm, Wednesday
Monthly Outlook: 15th of each month

If you have something you would like to try to be 
published in one of these places, email it to:
msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

We will be revamping our process for submitting 
communications requests soon, so be on the 
lookout for changes. Thanks!

March 7th
Meat Loaf
Mashed Potatoes
Green Beans

March 14th
Poppy Seed Chicken
White Rice
Normandy Vegetables

March 21st
Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce
Vegetable Lasagna

March 28th
General Tso’s Chicken
Yellow Rice
Asian Vegetables

**All meals include 
salad bar, rolls/

bread, and dessert

Communications
Deadlines

wednesday night
dinners

$7
per meal



GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call the 
number below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
Febrary 26 - March 4 

– Joyce Garrett 
March 5 - 11 

– Darren Draper
March 12 - 18 

– June Gay
March 19 - 25

– Jim Harrison 
March 26 - April 1

– Charlie Hunter

D.E.A.M. (Decatur-area Emergency Assistance Ministry) is a ministry 
supported primarily by 22 area churches that seek to meet the emergency 
needs of the less fortunate in the community.

During the month of March, FBCD is collecting the following items 
to distribute to D.E.A.M. You may place these items in the bins located 
throughout the church.

•	 Bar soap
•	 Toilet paper
•	 Toothpaste
•	 Shampoo
•	 Sanitary supplies
•	 Small packages of Corn Muffin Mix
•	 Cans of Evaporated Milk
•	 Canned fruit (other than apple sauce)
•	 1-lb. packages of White or Yellow Rice
•	 Cereal
•	 Financial donations are appreciated

Thank you for your help in giving toward this ministry!

D.E.A.M.
MARCH
2018

DEAM Needs You!
DEAM needs volunteers to be Pantry Angels, especially we need someone to work on Tuesday mornings restocking shelves and doing 

simple chores to keep our food pantry orderly.

Pantry Angels work one hour a month anytime from 9:00-11:00am. It’s not a high tech assignment, but vital to our mission. Pantry 
Angels make up tea and sugar packs, set up grocery bags, straighten shelves, and restock items. Training will be provided. Angels can 

bring friends along and work together.

To volunteer, contact Becky Vinson at 404-218-7152 or your DEAM council representative, Ann Murphy at 404-281-9030.


