
THE OUTLOOK
F I R S T  B A P T I S T  C H U R C H  O F  D E C A T U R  |  V O L .  X L I I  |  I S S U E  N o .  1  |  J A N / F E B  2 0 1 8

New Pastor at
FBC Decatur
dr. david moncrief jordan



A LETTER 
FROM 
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Dear Members and Friends of First Baptist Church of 
Decatur:

I am honored and excited to be your new pastor. 
Meeting so many of you and being with you over the 
“Call Weekend” was exhilarating. The enthusiasm you 
allowed me to feel and the energetic joy so many of you 
exuded, offered Beth and me a small but vital window 
into the vast potential of First Baptist’s future.

We left from the thrill of the weekend’s time with 
you and quickly shifted to the very odd “betwixt and 
between” place we currently find ourselves. Back at 
Providence, we are in the midst saying thank you 
and goodbye as we share tender memories with the 
many people here we have come to dearly love these 
past fifteen years. While not easy, these are good and 
valuable moments we want to treasure. We are also so 
thankful that so many of these interactions contain 
acknowledgements from our friends: “we can see the joy 
on your face.” This reminds us and them how right all of 
this potential future in Decatur feels. 

Now, as we begin to prepare for our time together, 
several of us felt it might be helpful for me share this 
reminder about who I am and some of the influences 
that have shaped me. I am restating some of what I sent 
to you previously, but I do it with the hope that having 
met Beth and me in person, you might experience these 
words now with a little more perspective.

I have been fortunate in my life to have been connected 
to fine people. My father and mother are first on that 
list. My dad was a pastor. From him, I learned the 

necessity of compassion, the need for wisdom, the 
importance of patience, the significance of hard work 
and the value of calm understanding. I saw every day as 
I was growing up, a man committed to sharing life with 
others in redemptive, hopeful and loving ways. I saw that 
following Jesus can be daunting and hard. And I began 
to realize that this difficult discipleship is part of why 
we need church; it is also what makes following Jesus so 
exciting and so potentially transformative for us all. 

From my mother I learned and continue to learn the 
power of prayer, the love of music, the importance of 
practice, the need for worship, the blessedness of nature, 
the fun of writing, the enjoyment of people, the zest 
for life and the excitement of Bible Study done well 
and with gusto. Her influence and support continue to 
motivate me. 

From my wife, Beth, I continue to learn how to be me 
more fully. She inspires me everyday to be better than 
I thought I could be. She is a talented and committed 
minister, an amazing musician, an avid reader, a loving 
mother, and an intensely loyal friend. Together, we 
challenge each other to think more deeply and to live 
more authentically. 

I also have been blessed with three very special children 
who have grown into fine adults. From the day each was 
born, they have challenged and taught me and expanded 
my capacity to love unconditionally. Chris (28) finished 
his masters degree in geography three years ago and 
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now is a GIS analyst with a non-profit organization in Salt Lake City where he teaches U.S. Forest Service employees. 
Catherine (24) graduated from the University of North Carolina two years ago and is working in New York City at a 
fascinating non-profit school in Harlem called Harlem Academy. And Olivia (21) is a Senior at UNC with a double 
major in Global Studies and Political Science. She graduates in May and is in the midst of applying for internships, 
fellowships and career opportunities in the non-profit world. Each of them has influenced my life in countless, valuable 
ways. Being their father is one of great joys of my life. Together and as individuals, we love to hike, ski, garden, exercise, 
travel, make music, share stimulating books, go to engaging movies and enjoy good food. 

Finally, I am different and better today because God has graced me with a countless list of wise, generous, and faithful 
friends and church members. They also have blessed me over the years in more ways than I can calculate. In four 
different churches during my ministry I have benefitted from interactions and deepened bonds that nurtured me, 
challenged me, affirmed me and helped me to become a better person and pastor.

So this I know: thanks to all these relationships, my life is richer and more meaningful than I can adequately 
express. This is what church does. This is what church can be for more than just those of us reading this letter. In the 
neighborhoods surrounding FBC Decatur, scores of people just like you and me are wishing for a place to grow and 
learn to be better parents, spouses, workers and children. Each of us wants to love more deeply and care more fully, to 
know and to be known, to love and to be loved, and to have lives beautifully enriched because of the sacred interactions 
a place like First Baptist Decatur can facilitate. 

For me, my heart overflows with gratitude for all that is and has been. Now I eagerly anticipate what is yet to be. So as 
we prepare to be officially joined together in a few weeks, know that the power of faith, hope and love has never been 
more needed. Learning what it means to follow Jesus has never been more crucial. And fulfilling the calling of God’s 
church in today’s world has never been more necessary or more exciting. 

I look forward to being with you very soon, and I hope, for many years to come.

Sincerely and with great anticipation, 

David

Dr. David Jordan

PS: For more details of my life, perspectives and ministry, please visit my web site at 
www.fromjordansstormybanks.com . You can also find out more about me in the following page.



DAVID MONCRIEF JORDAN

STRENGTHS

NEW LEAD PASTOR AT FIRST BAPTIST DECATUR

EXPERIENCE

EDUCATION

•	 A	strong	sense	of	call,	deep	biblical	understanding,	broad	
historical	and	cultural	knowledge,	excellent	people	skills,	sincere	
compassion	and	a	good	sense	of	humor.	

•	 A	gifted	communicator,	preaching	and	teaching	since	1986	in	four	
churches	and	at	workshops	and	events	in	over	thirty	countries.

•	 Demonstrated	effective	leadership	in	four	diverse	churches	and	
communities	over	three	decades,	supervising	multiple	ministers	
and	programs,	and	exercising	denominational,	community,	and	
interfaith	leadership.

•	 Served	as	a	group	leader	and	pastor	for	multiple	international	
mission	and	educational	events	and	can	communicate	in	Spanish	
and	French.

•	 TEACHING	PASTOR,	2002-present:	Providence	Baptist	Church,	
Charlotte,	N.C.	Two	thousand	members	with	seven	full-time	
ministers	and	a	staff	of	forty.	Duties	include	teaching,	preaching,	
pastoral	care	coordination,	supervision	of	ministers	and	staff,	
strategic	planning,	Disciple	Bible	Study	coordination/facilitation,	
facilitator	of	interracial	and	interfaith	initiatives,	leader	of	
missional	community	involvement	with	peace	and	justice	and	
international	educational	travel	opportunities.

•	 SENIOR	PASTOR,	1997-2002:	First	Baptist	Church	of	
Rockingham,	N.C.

•	 PASTOR,	1989-97:	Twinbrook	Baptist	Church,	Rockville,	M.D.

•	 ASSOCIATE	PASTOR	1986-89:	Riverside	Baptist	Church,	
Washington,	D.	C.

•	 Doctor	of	Ministry,	Columbia	Theological	Seminary,	2002.		
•	 Master	of	Divinity,	The	Southern	Baptist	Theological	Seminary,	

1986.		
•	 Bachelor	of	Arts,	History,	Furman	University,	1982.

Charlotte, NC

Website:	
fromjordansstormybanks.com

Hobbies:
Family,	tennis,	hiking,	travel,	
guitar,	writing,	&	gardening

Personal Mission 
Statement:
To be used by God to 
facilitate in others the power 
and the joy of the Gospel. 
And “To do justice; to love 
kindess; and to walk humbly 
with God” (Micah 6:8).

Publications:
Author	of	three	books	and	
contributor	to	Baptist	News	
Global,	Christian	Ethics	
Today,	Nurturing	Faith	
Journal	(formly	Baptists 
Today),	and	more.



SUMMER CAMP 2018 
It’s time to get ready for summer camp 2018! Children 
who are currently in grades 3-5 are eligible to attend 
camp this summer. Parents and guardians should have 
received a letter in the mail with an information sheet 
about camp and a camp commitment form. If you did 
not receive this letter, please contact Pastor KK. Here are 
the basic details:

What camp? Camp Prism

Where is it? Flat Rock, NC (3 hours from FBCD)

When is it? July 10-13

Who can go? Children currently in 3rd-5th grades

How much will it cost?  About $200/camper, but the final 
cost will be determined by our group size. Scholarships 
are available if needed. 

When is the deadline to sign up? The camp commitment 
form and a $75 non-refundable deposit are due by 
March 15, 2018. 

We hope your family will make plans to attend camp 
this summer! It’s sure to be a great time! We will spend 
time with other churches in Bible Study and Worship, 
but also have time to participate in activities like high 
ropes courses, zip-lining, canoeing, crafts, swimming, 
and more! 

INTRODUCING THE FBC WORSHIP WAGON!

Worship is the 
most important 
thing we do and 
one of the most 
important things 
we can do as a 
family. But it can 
sometimes be 
hard for a person 
to sit for an 
entire hour, no 
matter what age 
they are. But for a child, whose brain is still developing, 
it can be even more difficult to sit and focus for longer 
than 20 minutes. Our hope is that we can find ways 
to help children engage in worship, and we are already 
doing those things through music, interactions with 
each other, and asking children to lead and serve in our 
worship services. 

But what if we could find even more ways to allow 
children to experience and interact with our worship 
services? What if we had a way to provide our children 
with activities to complete while they are worshipping 
with the larger congregation? What if there were options 
available for visitors who are looking for a church home 
where children are welcomed into the worship space? 
What if we found a way to allow our family units to 
worship together more often and more wholly? 

Good news…there is a way! And it is coming! Pastor KK 
has been working to create a worship wagon that will be 
rolled out (literally and figuratively) the first Sunday in 
the Lenten season (which is February 18). This wagon 
(okay…it’s really a cart…but worship wagon sounds so 
much cooler) will have quiet activities for children to use 
during worship. Children will be invited to take a tote 
bag and select a couple of activities for worship that day. 
There will activities and options based on the scripture 
passage for just that day, and some for the overall season 

UPDATE

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
Rev. Kristen Koger
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(Lent, Advent, etc.). On “special” days we have in the church, we will provide activities for them as well 
(communion Sundays, baptisms, baby dedications, etc.). 

The hope is that these activities won’t be things to keep kids quiet and occupied for the worship service, but 
that it will help our children navigate and experience the worship service in a format that is appropriate for 
them. We are excited about this new resource for our children and families, and can’t wait to see how God 
continues to speak into the lives of all of us as we worship the God we love and serve together.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL UPDATE

Yes, we realize that it is February. But in the world of children’s ministry it means that it is time to start 
thinking about Vacation Bible School. In fact, at FBCD we started talking about VBS 2018 in October. 

We are still working out our final details but we are going to change up VBS this year and do something brand 
new and different! The Children’s Ministry Leadership Team spent our October meeting evaluating VBS over 
the last several years, and we all agreed that we needed to try something different from what we have been 
doing. Dale and Pastor KK also talked about this before Dale left, and he agreed that we needed to change 
how we format and implement VBS. 

Here is what we know: We will be offering 2 all-day events on two Saturdays over the summer (one in June 
and one in July). These events will be open to the community and will involve a morning program at the 
church that looks like VBS from years past, with rotations and activities for children. The afternoon will be 
geared for the whole family and will involve a field trip to a location that ties in to the theme for the morning. 
For example, if we are learning about God creating the world, we might go to the zoo or the aquarium in the 
afternoon.  Again, these details are still being finalized. 

We are excited about this new opportunity for our families for the summer and promise to have more details 
about what these two days look like in the coming weeks. If you would like to be a part of the planning 
process, please contact Pastor KK and she can find a place for you. 



During the month of January, we celebrated two baby dedications with our congregation! The first was Teddy Faulkner, 
son of Chris and Amanda Faulkner. The second was Caleb James Shaw, son of Jenna and Benjie Shaw (also Bob 

Williamson’s grandson!).

baby dedications

Dedicated January 14, 2018
As a church, we promised to walk beside Teddy on his 
journey, and as he grows, earnestly strive to spend adequate 
time with him, developing in him a strong foundation for 
life and an awareness of God’s abiding presence.

TEDDY FAULKNER

Dedicated January 21, 2018
As a church, we vowed by God’s help, to be faithful in our 
calling as members of the body of Christ, to help Jenna & 
Benjie and commit to pray that they will be faithful to God, 
and to help teach and train Caleb the ways of the Lord so 
that he might one day trust Christ as Savior and Lord.

CALEB JAMES SHAW
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LIBRARY REOPEN
The Allen Memorial Library reopened on Sunday, January 
21st! The library had been closed for several months after 
mold and mildew were discovered in its large collection of 
books. Swing by when given a chance and take advantage of 
its 14,111 catalogued books!

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
Are you wanting to dig in a little deeper spiritually with our 
church community during this upcoming Lent season? Join us 
for a special Ash Wednesday service on Wednesday, February 
14th at 6:30pm in the Sanctuary for the imposition of ashes.

INTERGENERATIONAL LENT BIBLE STUDY
Beginning on Wednesday, February 21st at 6:30pm in 
Carreker Hall, we will be offering a seven week lenten study 
on Revelation (yeah, seriously) for both teens and adults. This 
will be a great opportunity to dig deeper into the Scriptures as 
a community.  

YOUNG PROFESSIONALS LIFE GROUP
Are you a young adult in your late 20s or 30s looking for 
community? Do you want to connect with people your age 
on a deeper, more meaningful level? Matt Snyder, our Pastor 
to Young Adults, is starting a Life Group for people who 
meet the above criteria. The group will meet twice a month 
beginning February 8th. Want more details? Of course you 
do. Email him at msnyder@fbcdecatur.com

COMEDY AND CHICKEN
Join us for a family-friendly comedy night on Friday, February 
9th featuring Mike Haun and friends. Cost is $10/pp. or $25/
family of four. Doors open at 5:30pm, dinner is at 6:00pm, 
and the show begins at 6:30pm. Childcare is provided. Please 
sign up in advance by calling or visiting the Church Office.

WANT TO HELP IN OUR FRONT OFFICE? 
Do you enjoy welcoming others? Are you great with 
computers and comfortable answering phones? Our 
front office could use your help! Occasionally, our regular 
volunteers cannot help and we would love some other 
people to call on. If interested, contact Nancy at nbaines@
fbcdecatur.com. Thanks!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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FRESH START TECH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you have a knack for computers? Do you like music 
and want to help run sound on Sunday mornings? We need 
more volunteers to help fill some spots during Fresh Start 
on Sunday mornings. If you’re interested, contact Randall 
Hampton at rhampton@fbcdecatur.com. 

JOIN OUR SOCIAL MEDIA TEAM
Do you frequent Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram? Then 
you’re the ideal candidate to join our social media team! Team 
members will help us spread the word about our church in 
their online communities by liking, sharing, and commenting 
on posts. It’s super easy and a great way to lend a helping 
hand to spreading the word about our awesome community 
at FBCD! Want to learn more? Contact Matt at msnyder@
fbcdecatur.com

PREACHING SCHEDULE EARLY 2018
The following people will be sharing messages with us during 
the first part of the year leading up to Dr. Jordan’s first Sunday 
with us:

February 4th: Paul Wallace
February 11th: David Sapp
February 18th: Rev. Kristen Koger
February 25th: Keith Pierce
March 4th: Bill Neal
March 11th: Dr. David Jordan

CONVERSATIONS WITH KAITLIN CURTICE
Join us on Thursday, March 1st for Conversations with 
Kaitlin Curtice! Come learn about her latest work Glory 
Happening at 7:00pm in Carreker Hall. Kaitlin will be in 
conversation with New York Times bestselling author Joshilyn 
Jackson. Don’t miss it! (This was rescheduled after winter 
weather affected the event in January).



GENERAL CONTACT

Main Office: 404-373-1653
First School: 404-370-7688
Activities: 404-373-2442
Website: fbcdecatur.com
Email: fbcd@fbcdecatur.com

308 Clairemont Avenue
Decatur, GA 30030

OFFICE SCHEDULE

Regular Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday, 9:00am-5:00pm
Friday, 9:00am-12:00pm

WEEKEND CONTACTS

To reach a staff member for weekend 
pastoral emergencies, please call the 
number below.

Pastor on Call:
Bob Williamson: 770-633-4651
Kristen Koger: 757-729-4736

Deacon on Call:
Jan. 29 - Feb. 4 

– Cecil Cannon 
February 5-11 

– David Clark-Stuart
February 12-18 

– Damon Corn
Feburary 19-25 

– Dottie Aiken 
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Brief Talks.

Big Ideas.


